
Compline 
  

-c70c2cvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvvvYvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvv]vvvvvv7vvvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvbbbbbbbbvvv6vvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvbbbvv5vvvvvvbbv5vvvvvcc] 
 O God, make speed to save us:       O Lord, make haste to help us.

-c70cvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvvvv8cvvvvvvv7vvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv6vvvvv{vvv5vvvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv6vvvvv4vvvvvvvvvv5vvvc]
           Praise the Fa-ther, the Son and Ho-ly Spi-rit; the God who is, who was and is to come

-c70vvvvc4vvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv6vvvvvv5vvvvv5vvvvvvvc]cvvvvvvvvvv7vv6vv5vv4vvvvvvvcv5vcvvvvvvc]]         

             at the end of the a-ges.            A  -  men.   

Reading

Judas

Clive Sansom
from  The Witnesses, Methuen 1956

You don’t understand Levi,
Nobody understands

How the sight of his face haunts me,
the shape of his hands.

I remember the light on his face
When he first called me,

My mind immured from doubt
As his hands enwalled me.

Why, in the name of his God,
Did it have to cease?

Why sometimes that fervour returned,
Never that peace?

I gave up more than they,
Those net-menders;

Yet always reserved for them
Were the throne and its splendours.

I had more faith than they.
Not prophecies -

I’d have planted his Kingdom here
Where God’s temple is.

I’d have crowned him King in truth. -
Roman and priest

Thrown out like a swine’s offal
When their tyranny ceased.

There was a time, I believe,
When it might have come,

Had not Peter warped his soul
Towards martyrdom.

Then I became the Twelfth,
Whose silences

Were ghosts that taunted his ear
With past uncertainties.

They only half-understood
Where belief must lead him;

I knew he purposed his death,
And my will denied him -

Denied him because of his dying
Meant Israel’s too,

An end to dreams of dominion
Where Jew ruled Jew.



But last week in Simon’s house,
When I protested

And he scornfully turned my rebuke
At the ointments wasted,

His hand on the harlot’s, his gaze
Cold as his reply -

I vowed if he wished his death,
I would help him die.

It came to me, too, that night
His death would sever

His hold on my life, destroy
That power for ever.

I was wrong. the cord, too strong,
Will never be broken.

I hear, behind all speech,
The last words spoken.

‘Master, not I?’ - See
Where he turns his head,

His eyes, his betrayal fingers
Tearing the bread.

God! how they twist my soul,
My mind is rended;

Their image imposed on my sight
Till life is ended.

Till life is … Nor is that all.
I saw him to-day,

Here in the priests’ court
When they took him away.

Calm face, still hands,
As if nothing moved him.

When our eyes met for the last time
I knew that I loved him -

I who had brought him there
To these indignities:

Till the sky falls and the world ends
My life will be his his.

No, Levi: let me go.
I can never be free

Till I find him again in death
On another tree.  



Penitential Rite
Let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves for sleep.   

Silence

Have mercy on us, O Lord. 
For we have sinned against you.
 
Show us, O Lord, your mercy. 
And grant us your salvation. 

May almighty God have mercy on us,  forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 
Amen.

-vb706vvvvvvcvdxfx]xtxtxhxgx]xrxexjxjx]xkxjxyxtx]xRx] 
-vb706vcvvvv dvvxfx]xtxtxhxgx]xrxexaxsx]xdxgxrxrx]xExv]
In the quiet of the evening,
Now the work of day is done,
Turn our thoughts, most loving Father,
To the work of Christ your Son.

In our wandering we have travelled
Far from you throughout the day;
Yet forgiving all you send us
Christ to lead us, Christ the way.

When our ignorance is danger,
Or we credit worldly lies
Then, with timely care, you give us
Christ the truth to make us wise.

As the light of day is fading,
Father keep us in your sight;
Pierce the dark of sin with splendour
Shining out from Christ the light.

Glory be to God the Father,
Glory be to God the Son,
Glory to the Holy Spirit,
Glory to the Three in One.



Psalm 4

-`*~vvvvv3vv6vvvvvvvvv4vvv3cvvvvvc2ccvvvvvc3cccc{cvvc1vvv2vvvvvvvvv3vv4vvvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvvvvv3vcccc] 
Have me-rcy, Lord,     and hear my prayer.

-`*~vxvvcExxx4xx{xxRxxx6xx{xxYxxx4xx{xxRxxx3xx]
Answer me when I call, 
O God of my righteousness; 
you set me at liberty when I was in trouble;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

How long will you nobles dishonour my glory; 
how long will you love vain things and seek after falsehood?
But know that the Lord has shown me his marvellous kindness; 
when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.

Stand in awe, and sin not; 
commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still.
Offer the sacrifices of righteousness 
and put your trust in the Lord.

There are many that say, 
‘Who will show us any good?’ 
Lord, lift up the light 
of your countenance upon us.

You have put gladness in my heart, 
more than when their corn and wine and oil increase.
in peace I will lie down and sleep, 
for it is you Lord, only, who make me dwell in safety.

We have seen the true light; 
we have received the heavenly Spirit; 
we have found the true faith, 
worshiping the undivided Trinity, for the Trinity has saved us.

Have mercy …

Silence



Psalm 91

-`*~cvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvvv3vvvv{vvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv4vv3vv2vvvvvvvvvvvv3cccccc] 
Night holds no terrors for me  sleeping under God’s wings.

-`*~vxvvcExxx4xx{xxRxxx6xx{xxYxxx4xx{xxRxxx3xx]
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
and abides under the shadow of the Almighty,
Shall say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my stronghold, 
my God, in whom I put my trust.’

For he shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler 
and from the deadly pestilence.
He shall cover you with his wings and you shall be safe under his feathers; 
his faithfulness shall be your shield and buckler.

You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, 
nor of the arrow that flies by day;
Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
nor of the sickness that destroys at noonday.

Though a thousand fall at your side and ten thousand at your right hand, 
yet it shall not come near you.
Your eyes have only to behold 
to see the reward of the wicked. 

Because you have made the Lord your refuge 
and the Most High your stronghold,
There shall no evil happen to you, 
neither shall any plague come near your tent.

For he shall give his angels charge over you, 
to keep you in all your ways.
They shall bear you in their hands, 
lest you dash your foot against a stone.

You shall tread upon the lion and adder; 
the young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot.
Because they have set their love upon me, therefore will I deliver them; 
I will lift them up, because they know my name.

They will call upon me and I will answer them; 
I am with them in trouble, I will deliver them and bring them to honour.
With long life will I satisfy them 
and show them my salvation.

We have seen the true light; 
we have received the heavenly Spirit; 
we have found the true faith, 
worshiping the undivided Trinity, for the Trinity has saved us.

Night holds …

Silence  



Psalm 134

-`*~vv3vvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvv2vvv1vvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvvvvv3vv4vvvvvvv4vv5vvvvvvv3vvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvv{vvvvvvv6vv5vvvvvvvvvvv3vvvvvvv4vv3cccc] 
In the   si-lent hours of the night, bless the Lord.

-`*~vxvvcExxx4xx{xxRxxx6xx{xxYxxx4xx{xxRxxx3xx]
Come, bless the Lord, 
all you servants of the Lord, 
you that by night 
stand in the house of the Lord.

Lift up your hands towards the sanctuary 
and bless the Lord.
The Lord who made heaven and earth 
give you blessing out of Zion.

We have seen the true light; 
we have received the heavenly Spirit; 
we have found the true faith, 
worshiping the undivided Trinity, for the Trinity has saved us.

In the silent …

Silence

Reading
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, prowls about, seeking whom he may 
devour:  resist him, steadfast in the faith. 
1Pet. 5:8-9

Responsory

-v7cvc8c.c6cvvc7ccccc8ccccc4cmccv{ccvvv7cvvvc6ccc5cmccvc4ccc4cc4vvmcc]vvvc8c.c6cvxvv]vvvvvb1ccvvbv1ccbbbcbb1cccvvc1ccbbbbbb4vvvvbbbbbc4cvvc{cvc4ccccv5cccv6cccc5vv,vvc]
Into your hands, Lord,   I commend my spirit.    Into …    For you have redeem’d me,   Lord God of truth.

-v7vvvvbvv8c.c6cvxv]cvc6cc6cvvvv8ccvv8cccc4ccv4cvvvvvv4vvvvvvv5vvvvvv6vvvvvvv1vvnvvvvvv1vvvvvv1vvvvvvv1vvvvvv4vv5vv7vvvv6vvvvv5vvv5vvmvvc]cv8c.c6cvxv]
Into ….  Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the  Ho-ly Spirit.   Into …

Silence  



Nunc Dimittis 

-v7vvvv8cccvvv7cccvvvvv6ccccvvvvvc5cccvc4cccv2ccvvvc2ccc1cccvvvvc1ccvvvv4cccvvv4vvmccvvvv5ccvvvvc6cccvvc%cccv{cvvvvv8vvvvvvvv7cccvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvvvvv4vvvvcvvvv]
       Save us, Lord, while we are awake, protect us while we sleep; that we may keep watch

-v7vv2ccccvvvvc1vvnccvvvvvc1cccvc2ccvvvvcc4cccvvvv4cccvv5ccvvcc$vvvvc]vvvvvYxccvv5x4x{vcvTvvvvxvvv6x4x{cvvEbbbbbbbbvxv4x5x{vcvRxxvv3x2bbbbbbb]
      with Christ, and rest with him in peace.

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;

A light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel.
Praise the Father, the Son and Ho-ly Spirit,
the God who was, who is and is to come.

We have seen the true light; 
we have received the heavenly Spirit; 
we have found the true faith, 
worshiping the undivided Trinity, for the Trinity has saved us.

Save us …

Let us pray.   

Visit, we beseech you, O Lord, this home and family, 
[N and N and our loved ones everywhere,] 
drive far from us all 
the snares of the enemy. 
May your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace, 
and let your blessing be always upon us. 
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.   

The Lord grant us a quiet night and a holy death. 
Amen.



Anthem to Our Lady

-b7vvvvc4vvvvvv3vvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvv1vvvvvvvv2vvvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvvvvvv7vvvvv5vvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvv5vvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv4vvvvcvv]  
Woman of deep star-night stillness, you whom all angels claim as their mistress!

-b7vcc4vvvvvvv3cvvvvv2vvvvv1vvvvvvv2vvvv4vvvvvvvvvvvv5vvvvv4vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvv7vvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvvvvvv2vvvvvv5vvvvv4vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv]  
Earthen vessel, heaven bearing; you, the dawn of Christ’s appearing!

-b7vvvcv4vvvvvv5vvvvvv6vvvvvvv6vvvvvvv5vvvv6vvvvvvvvv7vvvvv6vvvvvvvvvv8vvvvv7vvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv5vvvvvv4vvvvv2vvvvvvvvvv5vvvvvv4vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvcvv]  
Woman in the fullest measure, fallow field of hidden treasure!

-b7vvc7vvvv6vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv7vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvv5vvvvvvv4vv5vv6vvvv6vvvvvvvv8vvvvvv7vvvvvv7vvvvvb8vvvvvvv9vvvvvvvvv6vvvvvvvv6vvvv5vvvvvvvv4vvvvvvvvv5vvvvv4vvvvccccccvvcvv]  
Mary, we pray you, be moth-er: shelter us in your Son, Je-sus, our brother.

SOURCES
The Divine Office as used at Worth Abbey, music by Dom Philip Gaisford OSB:
music for the Introductory verses, the hymn, Responsory and the Refrain to the Nunc Dimittis

Hymn: Text Patrick Lee (Hymns for Prayer and Praise Rev. Ed  265)

Samuel Weber OSB: refrains for the psalms

Aelred Seton Shanley Obl. OSB New Camaldoli: the Anthem to Our Lady

Common Worship Daily Prayer: texts of the psalms and the Nunc Dimittis
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