
Readings at the 
Paschal Vigil
Times and Seasons:  Women in Salvation

• 1 Genesis 1 Psalm 104
• 2 Genesis 3 Psalm 51
• 3 Exodus 12 Psalm 77
• 4 Exodus 14 Canticle
• 5 Ruth 1 Psalm 61
• 6 1 Samuel 1 Canticle CWDP p 572
• 7 Proverbs 8 Canticle CWDP p 599
• 8 Isaiah 66 Psalm 113
• 9 Daniel 3 Canticle Benedicite 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Reading 1

Genesis 1: 1-2:4a

1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the 
darkness.
5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening 
and the morning were the first day.
6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide 
the waters from the waters.
7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the 
firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.
8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the 
second day.
9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one 
place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.
10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters 
called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit 
tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the 
tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was 
good.
13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.
14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the 
earth: and it was so.
16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night: he made the stars also.
17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth,
18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness: and God saw that it was good.
19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.
20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that 
hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.
21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the 
waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his 
kind: and God saw that it was good.
22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the 
seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.
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23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, 
and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.
25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, 
and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was 
good.
26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male 
and female created he them.
28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.
29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding 
seed; to you it shall be for meat.
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for 
meat: and it was so.
31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And 
the evening and the morning were the sixth day.
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on 
the seventh day from all his work which he had made.
3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and made.
4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were 
created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.  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Reading 2

Genesis 3

3 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God 
had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every 
tree of the garden?
2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 
garden:
3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye 
shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.
6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.
8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the 
day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
amongst the trees of the garden.
9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?
10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself.
11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?
12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I did eat.
13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And 
the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art 
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou 
go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:
15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in 
sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he 
shall rule over thee.
17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of 
it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life;
18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of 
the field;
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19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for 
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.
20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.
21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and 
clothed them.
22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 
and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, 
and live for ever:
23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the 
ground from whence he was taken.
24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden 
Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree 
of life.

�  of �5 20



Reading 3

Exodus 12: 1-24

12 And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt saying,
2 This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of 
the year to you.
3 Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month 
they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a 
lamb for an house:
4 And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next 
unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to 
his eating shall make your count for the lamb.
5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out 
from the sheep, or from the goats:
6 And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.
7 And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the 
upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.
8 And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and 
with bitter herbs they shall eat it.
9 Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire; his head with his 
legs, and with the purtenance thereof.
10 And ye shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which remaineth 
of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.
11 And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your 
staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's passover.
12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgment: I am the Lord.
13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to 
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.
14 And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the 
Lord throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever.
15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away 
leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day 
until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel.
16 And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day 
there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done in them, 
save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you.
17 And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I 
brought your armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in 
your generations by an ordinance for ever.
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18 In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat 
unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even.
19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for whosoever eateth 
that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel, 
whether he be a stranger, or born in the land.
20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.
21 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and 
take you a lamb according to your families, and kill the passover.
22 And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, 
and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and 
none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning.
23 For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the 
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, 
and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.
24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to thee and to thy sons for ever.
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Reading 4

Exodus 14

14 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pihahiroth, 
between Migdol and the sea, over against Baalzephon: before it shall ye encamp by 
the sea.
3 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the 
wilderness hath shut them in.
4 And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall follow after them; and I will be 
honoured upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know that I 
am the Lord. And they did so.
5 And it was told the king of Egypt that the people fled: and the heart of Pharaoh 
and of his servants was turned against the people, and they said, Why have we done 
this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?
6 And he made ready his chariot, and took his people with him:
7 And he took six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt, and 
captains over every one of them.
8 And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after 
the children of Israel: and the children of Israel went out with an high hand.
9 But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and 
his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside 
Pihahiroth, before Baalzephon.
10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, 
behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the 
children of Israel cried out unto the Lord.
11 And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou 
taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to 
carry us forth out of Egypt?
12 Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we 
may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than 
that we should die in the wilderness.
13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of 
the Lord, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to 
day, ye shall see them again no more for ever.
14 The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.
15 And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me? speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward:
16 But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and 
the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.
17 And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them: 
and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his chariots, and 
upon his horsemen.
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18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gotten me honour 
upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen.
19 And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went 
behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood 
behind them:
20 And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and it was 
a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these: so that the one 
came not near the other all the night.
21 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord caused the sea to 
go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the 
waters were divided.
22 And the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry ground: 
and the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.
23 And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the sea, even 
all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.
24 And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord looked unto the host of 
the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host of the 
Egyptians,
25 And took off their chariot wheels, that they drave them heavily: so that the 
Egyptians said, Let us flee from the face of Israel; for the Lord fighteth for them 
against the Egyptians.
26 And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the sea, that the 
waters may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their 
horsemen.
27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to his 
strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the Lord 
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.
28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the 
host of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them; there remained not so much as 
one of them.
29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the midst of the sea; and the 
waters were a wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left.
30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore.
31 And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did upon the Egyptians: and the 
people feared the Lord, and believed the Lord, and his servant Moses.

�  of �9 20



Reading 5

Ruth 1: 15-18; 2:1-13; 4:13-17

1: 15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto 
her gods: return thou after thy sister in law.
16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after 
thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people 
shall be my people, and thy God my God:
17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and 
more also, if ought but death part thee and me.
18 When she saw that she was steadfastly minded to go with her, then she left 
speaking unto her.
2 And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family 
of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz.
2 And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean 
ears of corn after him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my 
daughter.
3 And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field after the reapers: and her hap was 
to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of 
Elimelech.
4 And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The Lord be 
with you. And they answered him, The Lord bless thee.
5 Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is 
this?
6 And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the 
Moabitish damsel that came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab:
7 And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather after the reapers among the 
sheaves: so she came, and hath continued even from the morning until now, that she 
tarried a little in the house.
8 Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in 
another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens:
9 Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou after them: have I not 
charged the young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go 
unto the vessels, and drink of that which the young men have drawn.
10 Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, 
Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, 
seeing I am a stranger?
11 And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou 
hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou 
hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a 
people which thou knewest not heretofore.
12 The Lord recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God 
of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.
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13 Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast 
comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I 
be not like unto one of thine handmaidens.
4: 13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the 
Lord gave her conception, and she bare a son.
14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, which hath not left thee 
this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel.
15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: 
for thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, 
hath born him.
16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it.
17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to 
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David.
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Reading 6

1 Samuel 1

1 Now there was a certain man of Ramathaimzophim, of mount Ephraim, and his 
name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of 
Zuph, an Ephrathite:
2 And he had two wives; the name of the one was Hannah, and the name of the 
other Peninnah: and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.
3 And this man went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the 
Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests of 
the Lord, were there.
4 And when the time was that Elkanah offered, he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to 
all her sons and her daughters, portions:
5 But unto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for he loved Hannah: but the Lord had 
shut up her womb.
6 And her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make her fret, because the Lord 
had shut up her womb.
7 And as he did so year by year, when she went up to the house of the Lord, so she 
provoked her; therefore she wept, and did not eat.
8 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, Hannah, why weepest thou? and why eatest 
thou not? and why is thy heart grieved? am not I better to thee than ten sons?
9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drunk. Now 
Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the Lord.
10 And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore.
11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the 
affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but 
wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the 
days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.
12 And it came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli marked 
her mouth.
13 Now Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not 
heard: therefore Eli thought she had been drunken.
14 And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from 
thee.
15 And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I 
have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the 
Lord.
16 Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of 
my complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto.
17 Then Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and the God of Israel grant thee thy 
petition that thou hast asked of him.
18 And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So the woman went her 
way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more sad.
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19 And they rose up in the morning early, and worshipped before the Lord, and 
returned, and came to their house to Ramah: and Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and 
the Lord remembered her.
20 Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had 
conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have 
asked him of the Lord.
21 And the man Elkanah, and all his house, went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly 
sacrifice, and his vow.
22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not go up until the 
child be weaned, and then I will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and 
there abide for ever.
23 And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee good; tarry until 
thou have weaned him; only the Lord establish his word. So the woman abode, and 
gave her son suck until she weaned him.
24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with three bullocks, 
and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the 
Lord in Shiloh: and the child was young.
25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli.
26 And she said, Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood 
by thee here, praying unto the Lord.
27 For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of 
him:
28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to 
the Lord. And he worshipped the Lord there.

�  of �13 20



Reading 7

Proverbs 8: 1-8, 19-21; 9: 4b-6

8 Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice?
2 She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the places of the paths.
3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors.
4 Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of man.
5 O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.
6 Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right 
things.
7 For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an abomination to my lips.
8 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is nothing froward or 
perverse in them.
9 as for him that wanteth understanding, she saith to him,
5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.
6 Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.

�  of �14 20



Reading 8

Isaiah 66: 6-16

6 A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice of the Lord that 
rendereth recompence to his enemies.
7 Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came, she was delivered of 
a man child.
8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made 
to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at once? for as soon as Zion 
travailed, she brought forth her children.
9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the Lord: shall I cause 
to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.
10 Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy 
with her, all ye that mourn for her:
11 That ye may suck, and be satisfied with the breasts of her consolations; that ye 
may milk out, and be delighted with the abundance of her glory.
12 For thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 
glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon 
her sides, and be dandled upon her knees.
13 As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be 
comforted in Jerusalem.
14 And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like 
an herb: and the hand of the Lord shall be known toward his servants, and his 
indignation toward his enemies.
15 For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to 
render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.
16 For by fire and by his sword will the Lord plead with all flesh: and the slain of the 
Lord shall be many.
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Reading 9

Daniel 3: 1-28

3 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore 
cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon.
2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the governors, 
and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the 
rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.
3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the 
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they 
stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and 
languages,
5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:
6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace.
7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the 
languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king 
had set up.
8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.
9 They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live for ever.
10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the 
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall 
down and worship the golden image:
11 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the 
midst of a burning fiery furnace.
12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of 
Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded 
thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.
14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set 
up?
15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the 
image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour 
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into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands?
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O 
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.
19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed 
against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and commanded that 
they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated.
20 And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.
21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their 
other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.
22 Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace 
exceeding hot, the flames of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego.
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace.
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished, and rose up in haste, and spake, 
and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of 
the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True, O king.
25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, 
and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.
26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and 
spake, and said, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, ye servants of the most high God, 
come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, came forth of 
the midst of the fire.
27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's counsellors, being 
gathered together, saw these men, upon whose bodies the fire had no power, nor 
was an hair of their head singed, neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had passed on them.
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, who hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, 
and have changed the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve 
nor worship any god, except their own God.
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Reading 9 - The Epistle

Romans 6: 3-11

6: 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptised into Jesus Christ were 
baptised into his death?
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life.
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 
the likeness of his resurrection:
6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.
8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him:
9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no 
more dominion over him.
10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto 
God.
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Reading 10 - The Gospel

Year A

Matthew 28: 1-10

28 In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, 
came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.
2 And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
3 His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow:
4 And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.
5 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye 
seek Jesus, which was crucified.
6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
7 And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he 
goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.
8 And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run 
to bring his disciples word.
9 And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And 
they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.
10 Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into 
Galilee, and there shall they see me.

Year B

Mark 16: 1-8

16 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.
2 And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto the 
sepulchre at the rising of the sun.
3 And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from the door 
of the sepulchre?
4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very 
great.
5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, 
clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.
6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was 
crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.
7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee: 
there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.
8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trembled and 
were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they were afraid.
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Year C
Luke 24: 1-12

24 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto 
the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with 
them.
2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre.
3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.
4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, two men 
stood by them in shining garments:
5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto 
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead?
6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in 
Galilee,
7 Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be 
crucified, and the third day rise again.
8 And they remembered his words,
9 And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven, and to 
all the rest.
10 It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other 
women that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.
11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.
12 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he beheld the 
linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in himself at that which 
was come to pass.
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