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To be said at the end of an office, after the prayers before the conclusion.
Ideally with the space already packed up leaving a solitary candle burning.

Psalm 84

How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!  ♦
My soul has a desire and longing to enter the courts of the Lord; my
heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.

The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she
may lay her young:  ♦
at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.

Blessed are they who dwell in your house:  ♦
they will always be praising you.

Blessed are those whose strength is in you,  ♦
in whose heart are the highways to Zion,

Who going through the barren valley find there a spring,  ♦
and the early rains will clothe it with blessing.

They will go from strength to strength  ♦
and appear before God in Zion.

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;  ♦
listen, O God of Jacob.

Behold our defender, O God,  ♦
and look upon the face of your anointed.

For one day in your courts  ♦
is better than a thousand.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God  ♦
than dwell in the tents of ungodliness.

For the Lord God is both sun and shield; he will give grace and glory;  ♦
no good thing shall the Lord withhold from those who walk with
integrity.

O Lord God of hosts,  ♦
blessed are those who put their trust in you.

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now

and shall be for ever. Amen
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Lord God, sustain us in this vale of tears with the vision of your grace and
glory, that, strengthened by the bread of life, we may come to your eternal
dwelling place; in the power of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gospel reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to
the other side. A scribe then approached and said, “Teacher, I will follow you
wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

Matthew 8.18–20

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Prayer of taking leave

Holy God, blessed and undivided Trinity
As Sarah and Abraham travelled and set up altars on the way, I came to this
place and established an altar and prayed here for a while. 
Here have I experienced Gods goodness and love.
Here have I wept, for myself and others, and been comforted.
Here have I offered intercession and Eucharist for myself and for the world.

And for these times I give you thanks and praise.

But you are always calling us to move on - sometimes after a few days,
sometimes after a span of many years.

But you are the same God wherever we go and the time has come to say
farewell to this place of prayer and move onto the next.

This place is now stripped bare; books, altar, vessels, icons all gone.
extinguish candle

What was, is no more, let it be.
Amen.
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Conclusion and blessing

God has given you the citizenship of heaven,
with his blessed and beloved,
and the whole company of the redeemed.

God give you the will to live each day in life eternal.

God bring you to the home
that Christ prepares for all who love him.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you
always.
Amen.


